Flora MacDonald performed exploratory testing of charter VL000B-001 (see: Charter_List). The purpose of the charter was to explore how VLC uses system memory and processor resources while viewing videos as compared with the same videos being viewed in Microsoft’s Media Player. The charter contained instructions to choose the most recent version of the player available from Microsoft, to use videos between 1 and 5 minutes long of different formats including WMV and AVI, to use Perfmon to capture results, and to use Excel to generate graphs of the results.

Flora recorded the operating system, the build of Freemind, the start time of the session, and a task breakdown in her session notes (see: FM_S5_Session_Notes). Her notes describe actions she took and observations she made during testing. Most of her notes are only a few terse words in length.

Flora played three AVI and three WMA videos in VLC and WMP. She captured an error during play on Windows Media Player and entered the Perfmon results in an Excel spreadsheet. She then executed the same set of tests again in the same order and saved the data again, noticing no visible change. She noted her observation that VLC required less resources.

Flora included the video data files she used in her testing artifacts, along with an error report and the data collected by Perfmon (see: FM_S5_Error, FM_S5_Data_1, FM_S5_Data_2). She entered the bug she found in the “Bugs” section of her session notes and put down additional test ideas.
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