James Lyndsay performed exploratory testing of charter FM000B-001 (see: Charter_List). The purpose of the charter was to explore the maximum amount of data stored in elements of a Freemind mind map by using PerlClip to generate test data. The charter instructed testers to investigate maximum map sizes and maximum sizes of elements in a map.
James took both hand-written and typed session notes while he tested. He used a tool to export his typed notes into a dynamic HTML file when his session was complete (see: JL_S2_Notes_Handwritten, JL_S2_Notes_Dynamic). Within the session records he had further levels of notes divided by the actions he took, such as starting up Freemind, investigating bugs, and testing long strings. For each action, James included starting and ending timestamps. More detailed notes are visible when the dynamic notes are expanded.
James divided his session into four parts. The first part, which took ten minutes, was spent trying to start Freemind after a serious error occurred. This caused him to restart his computer. He tried again in the second part of the test for another ten minutes, during which he found more bugs unrelated to the charter during his attempt to start the program. He also observed that a bug he’d seen before appeared again and noted that its importance should be increased. There was then a two-week pause between the second and third part of the test.

During the third part, James found several user interface bugs unrelated to the charter. He then found an on-charter bug related to long strings; as he tested long strings, James also found further issues regarding Freemind’s response to invisible and special characters. He also recorded the slowing response times of the application. The fourth and final part of the session examined large inputs unrelated to string size or icons, such as children or sibling elements in the map.
Bug descriptions were included in James’s session notes in red text. Screenshots were included as visual evidence for some bugs. Though James spent most of his time on-charter aside from the long start-up period (which was due to errors in Freemind), many of the bugs he found weren’t on-charter. He noted at the end of his timeboxed session that there was still a lot more to test in the charter. Since he didn’t have the opportunity for a wrap-up discussion like he usually does after a session, he summarized his session with an analysis including comments on significant boundary problems and other issues he encountered, as well as bug reports (see: JL_S2_Analysis).
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